
Through Their Lens 
A Series of Interviews with Active Grand Photos Volunteers 

Gerry Seaburg 
Gerry is a newer member who serves on the Education Team.   
When did your interest in photography first begin? My mother was always taking pictures of 
the family when I was a little girl. Then we started going on camping vacations and I got my 
first camera, a 1965 Seattle World’s Fair Kodak camera. We were given several rolls of black 
and white film to take pictures and one roll of color film to save for the big destination. My 
mother taught me how to frame pictures with trees, etc. I think I have come a long way from 
that first camera in my photography skills!  
How did you arrive at Grand? My husband and I used to come to Arizona on our school spring 
break and it always felt like a good fit. After many years of looking at different locations, we 
ended up with a realtor in the west valley that would send us listings for about three years. 

Then one spring break we actually looked at houses here in Grand and felt that this was the place we wanted to 
settle for our retirement, and we bought our house.  
What do you most enjoy about Grand Photos? I started my 
involvement by taking a class even before I was a member. It 
was such a positive experience, that I joined after that. The 
classes are excellent and I enjoy meeting the people in the Club 
who are very friendly and positive. I also have enjoyed going on 
a few photo shoots over the past few years. I think that being 
able to share our photos with each other is a treat.  
How did you find yourself involved in volunteer roles? The 
Education Team seemed to find me. Being a teacher in my 
previous work life, it seemed like a good fit when Margaret Anne 
Coles asked if I wanted to help the Team. I have enjoyed helping 
organize classes, assist instructors with lesson plans, offer 
instructors teaching tips and finding class assistants for all the 
classes.  

What is it about photography that has maintained your interest 
over so many years? I am not an artistic person; I can’t draw or 
paint. But I can see the beauty through the lens of my camera. I 
have always taken pictures of our kids and recorded all the great 
vacations that we have shared. We now have dozens of 
scrapbooks where I can share my photos with family and friends. 
The best part of photography right now is the use of my 
smartphone as my “go to” camera. I always have it with me and 
can capture images fairly easily.  
What are your favorite things to photograph? Travel photography 
is my biggest interest. Any trip we take, I will capture all the 
scenery and activities that we see and do. But now with some of 

the Club classes, I am trying new things and finding other ways to take photos and expand my creativity. My husband 
enjoys flowers, so I have also found myself taking many close-up photos of flowers. 
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