
Through Their Lens 
A Series of Interviews with Active Grand Photos Volunteers 

                   John Wolff 
John is one of the founding members of Grand Photos and a past president. He has volunteered 
as instructor, travelogue presenter, monitor and currently creates the photo sharing 
presentations for membership gatherings and the Digital Competition slide shows.  

When did your interest in photography begin?  I was probably 11 or 12 years old when I got my 
first camera. A Kodak Brownie, of course. I wanted to take pictures of my buddies playing football 
or softball or whatever.  I soon found out that a fixed shutter speed of 1/60 second wasn’t going 
to work. My Dad would watch the prize fights on TV and I’d see the photographers at ringside 
with their big Speed Graphic cameras that probably weighed 10 pounds and I thought that’s cool but probably not 
going to happen for me. Many years later, I spent a year inside the Arctic Circle in Alaska when I was in the service 
at a remote radar site. I had an Argus C3, 35 mm camera that we used to take color slides and send them off for 
processing. We also processed and printed black & white film in our own darkroom. Some of those old photos from 
1960 I still have. I also took photos of the kids growing up but really got into photography in the early stages of 
digital. I had a Canon Rebel about 2003 and used lenses from my Canon AE1 which I could adapt to it.  

How did you arrive at Grand? Judy and I always said when we retired that 
we wanted to live in a community of people our own age. We looked at 
several retirement communities in the south and one near Chicago but 
couldn’t see myself staying in cold weather. We knew about Grand from 
neighbors Gus and Gina Evangelista who had moved out here in the late 
1990’s. We came out in ’99 to visit them and put money down on a house.  

What do you most enjoy about Grand Photos? It’s like watching a child 
develop, from what it once was to today. The remodeling of the Studio 
was a big improvement. The people are great, with their friendliness and 

willingness to help, to share ideas and talents. It gives us the opportunity to learn and improve.  

You have volunteered in Club positions, how did this come about? I’m 
not as involved as I once was. Stan Bormann, Wayne Wellan, others 
and I were involved in the effort to sign up 100 members to create our 
own charter club. We were initially a SIG attached to the computer 
Club and it really wasn’t a good fit. I served on the first Club Board of 
Directors. No organization is good without volunteers, and I thought 
it was the right thing to do.  

What is it about photography that maintains your interest? The 
technological changes, the digital format, the things you are able to 
do with software. I love to put slideshows together with music and it’s become so much easier. I find myself wanting 
to redo old shows because of what I’ve learned and the technical advances.  

What are your favorite things to photograph? A wide range of things. Travel photography with the idea of 
incorporating the photos into a show that tells a story. Street photography, people, also interest me. I thought I 
might like sports photography but never pursued that. Photography for me is about creativity.     
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