
Through Their Lens 
A Series of Interviews with Active Grand Photos Volunteers 

   Tim Christie 
Tim is an award winning, full time freelance wildlife photographer and writer. His work has 
appeared on magazine covers and in over 100 publications. He shares his skills through volunteer 
contributions to education class instruction.  

When did your interest in photography begin?  I was in Boy Scouts and worked on completing the 
photography merit badge. When my son was born in the early 70’s, I took lots of photos of him 
with an Instamatic. All of them were disappointing, and I went to the photography instructor at 
the college where I was teaching. He encouraged me to invest in a SLR camera. I did, and my life 
changed. I was raised in an outdoor loving family and fished and hunted since I was a young boy. 
I soon began taking my camera on outdoor adventures.  I sold my first photo in 1981, an image of a mountain goat 
on the cover of a nationally circulated magazine.  

How did you arrive at Grand? My wife and I rented a home for two months in 2013, and 
we bought a house before we returned to Idaho. We are here for 5-6 months a year.  

What do you most enjoy about Grand Photos? Grand is a community of people with a 
common interest in pursuing great light to make great images. While each of us have 
a different focus on what makes photography interesting, all of us share that passion. I 
really enjoy the cooperative nature of the members. All one has to do is ask, and you’ll 
find people willing to teach you new skills or direct you in the right direction to pursue 
your goals.  

How did you find yourself involved in volunteer Club activities? I signed up for a photo 
shoot and met some members while we participated in the event. I was asked to give a 
presentation to the general membership, which I did. I’ve appreciated the Wildlife SIG. 
This year I’m teaching my second set of classes for the club. I truly enjoy the interaction 

of people who are all working together to improve skills and follow their passion, particularly with respect to 
photographing wildlife.  

What is it about photography that has maintained your 
interest over so many years? Since publishing my first 
images I’ve been a freelance stock photographer, which has 
kept me focused on building and expanding image files. I’m 
also a freelance writer, publishing 6-12 articles a year, which 
requires me to supply images with the articles. I’m always 
out photographing so I have fresh images for editors and 
clients. We also publish a collection of calendars each year 
featuring my images.  

What are your favorite things to photograph? I have several 
favorite subjects. Grizzly bears, despite having one that tried 
to kill me, are my favorite. Elk, mule deer, whitetail deer, red fox, American kestrels and great blue herons all make 
my heart sing when I’m in their presence. I’m forever chasing great light looking for something interesting to put 
into it. 
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