
Through Their Lens 
A Series of Interviews with Active Grand Photos Volunteers 

     Susie Pittman 
Susie currently serves as Membership Director and also helps coordinate Social Team 
activities.  

When did your interest in photography begin? Dad was always taking pictures when we 
would go somewhere or at family get-togethers.  I was fortunate enough to go to Europe 
after high school graduation and took Dad’s camera to take slides.  I took horrible 
pictures though.  I think my first camera was a point and shoot of some kind, but I 
remember the flash cubes, I thought they were so cool.  

How did you arrive at Grand? In 2018, we came down to visit my brother and sister-in-
law in Rio Verde.  We explored the valley and really liked the west side.  By 2019 we 
decided we’d had enough of snow and cold and came down to look for a place to settle.  We loved the amenities in 
SCG and decided this was the place for us. We moved from Spokane, WA in May 2019. 

What do you most enjoy about Grand Photos? The people. I 
love the variety of personalities, the levels of expertise from 
beginners to pros, and how everyone is helpful and so willing to 
share their knowledge.  Beginners like myself are made to feel 
so welcome. The classes are fantastic and I now use both my 
smartphone and my camera.  I’m learning what my camera can 
do when I take it off automatic.  It’s a little Canon PowerShot 
SX500 IS.  It takes really good pictures. There is no intimidation 
about equipment from anyone.  You use what works best for 
you at your level.  

How did you find yourself involved as Membership Director? I 
met Barbara Lindner in a couple of classes I took before we had 

to shut down for Covid.  She was Membership Director at that time and did a good job of recruiting me.  I love it 
though.  It’s a great way to meet people and really get to know them.  I also have 
the opportunity to meet and welcome so many of our new members.  It’s a busy 
job, but it’s not a hard job.  It’s fun and rewarding. 

What is it about photography that has maintained your interest over many years? 
I was never a photography nut and to this day “I take pictures”; I’m not a 
photographer.  I feel that with the classes I’m taking I understand more about it and 
look forward to learning even more about all the different aspects of photography 
and getting brave enough to share my pictures with others.   

What are your favorite things to photograph? I’m still figuring that out.  I’m really 
enjoying abstracts, architecture, cactus flowers, whimsical objects and just seeing 
things differently than I’ve ever looked at them before.   
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