
Through Their Lens 
A Series of Interviews with Active Grand Photos Volunteers 

Shirley Bormann 
Shirley is currently a Monitor and PSA Interclub Coordinator for Photo Travel Competitions.    

When did your interest in photography first begin? Since my husband Stan chaired the 
Photo SIG in 2004 when he and others organized to get club status by getting 100 members 
to sign a petition to form Grand Photos in 2005, I became a charter member. I initially knew 
very little about photography but later when we had our first competition, I submitted one 
print which won a ribbon and I was hooked. Later, I was part of the competition committee 
and learned so much by watching the judging. Photography became important when we 
started traveling internationally and I became interested in competing in PSA. I have over 

2000 international acceptances.  I chaired SCG’s international Grand Canyon Exhibition for a number of years. I 
have been the Coordinator of the PSA Photo Travel Division Interclub Competition for at least 8 years, on the Board 
of Arizona Camera Club Council (ACCC) as Secretary for at least 6 years and have been Secretary of the Photo 
Travel Division of PSA for the last 11 years and Awards Chair for 6 years.  We also create travelogues and present 
them once a year.  

How did you arrive at Grand? On a business trip to Scottsdale from Minnesota with Stan 
about 5 years before we retired, we visited friends in Sun City West and were impressed 
enough that we decided it was a basis of comparison for other potential retirement 
communities.  Later after Grand had been open a few years, we returned and were totally 
impressed. We are so happy that we moved here.  We still own property in Minnesota 
because we have family there, but we love life here.   

What do you most enjoy about Grand Photos? Our members are the best, very friendly 
and helpful.  It has always offered lots of classes which I have attended through the years.  
There are so many excellent photographers/artists in the club more than willing to offer 
advice and/or classes. It is a comfortable, welcoming place to meet members, friends, and new friends.  

How did you find yourself becoming PSA Photo Travel Interclub Competition Coordinator? Since I was Secretary of 
the PSA Photo Travel Division when this competition was offered, it was natural for me to get our club members 
who like to photograph photo travel images involved to compete against other club members around the world.  

What is it about photography that has maintained your interest so many years? 
There are constantly new things to learn.  For me, competition is a motivating 
factor in learning new post processing software which is constantly improving, 
and trying different types of photography. Most exhibitions have a number of 
different competitive categories which motivates me to broaden my area of 
expertise.  

What are your favorite things to photograph? Travel photography is my favorite 
since I love exploring new cultures and photographing the architecture/people 
in different cultures. But I also enjoy photographing textures, colors, flowers, 

wildlife and birds. I love smartphone photography. We especially enjoy photographing loons in Minnesota each 
summer when their babies are hatched.  
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