
Through Their Lens 
A Series of Interviews with Active Grand Photos Volunteers 

Sheldon Wecker 
When did your interest in photography begin? When I was growing up, our family had a 
little Brownie camera and I used to play with it, without any film. In high school, I took a 
photo course and did some film and print developing in the school darkroom. When I 
was in my 20’s I got a Nikkormat and a couple of lenses for it, but I was disappointed 
because of the expense and because I could never complete the creative process 
without a darkroom of my own. When our first child was born, digital was just getting 
started. I bought a point and shoot digital and all of a sudden film was free and the 
computer was my darkroom! From there it grew into taking family pictures and 
vacation pictures and trying to make them better so others would be interested even if 
they weren’t in the picture. I was always a gear freak, but with time got more interested 
in the artistic side of photography. I use post-processing…cropping, adjusting 

brightness, selective blurring to help the viewer see what I was focused on when I took the picture, and as much as 
possible experience what I did.  
How did you arrive at Grand? We were planning to spend some 
time in Sedona and I contacted one of my old sailing buddies, 
Earle Greenburg, who happened to live here. We came to visit 
Earle for an afternoon and he showed us around. After the tour, 
my wife, Gail and I looked at each other… then asked Earle if he 
could connect us with a real estate agent. Three days later we 
made an offer on a house. Our children though we were crazy 
to buy so quickly, but we’d been looking around for a while, and 
SCG checked all the boxes.  
What do you most enjoy about Grand Photos? I enjoy being 
able to show my pictures to other people, whether through a 
slideshow, the website, the members wall, or the photo 
competitions. If what you’re trying to do is create something 
that has artistic value, when you’re done, you want to show it to 
others. I like the learning experiences and interacting with some 
incredibly talented people. When you see people in the club 
who are doing such amazing things, you know it can be done 
and then it raises the bar for what you should be able to do. It 
inspires me to try to do work of that quality.  
How did you find yourself as President of Grand Photos? Well, 
it’s definitely not a job I coveted. I was approached by a few 
people who thought I would do a good job. I’d gotten a lot of valuable experiences from the club, and I thought, OK, 
it’s time to give back. Those who benefit from the club owe it to the club to give back in some way. I would encourage 
others to do the same by joining a team, running for office, or volunteering in some other way. In addition to being 
President, I lead a SIG, Getting the Most from Your Digital Images, and I’ve taught a couple of classes mostly 
associated with the technical aspects of Lightroom. I also participate in PSA (Photographic Society of America) 
competitions through the Club. Grand Photos is also an ACCC (Arizona Camera Club Council) member, and for four 
years I was the digital coordinator for their semi-annual competitions which included up to 1,100 entries. It was quite 
a challenge and quite a learning experience the last couple of years when we had to do it virtually. I also belong to 
the Phoenix Camera Club and the Lake County Camera Club in Illinois. We can use these other clubs as benchmarks 
for what we can do at Grand.  



What is it about photography that has maintained your interest 
over so many years? Every once in a while, maybe five or six 
times a year, I take a picture, edit it, and when I’m done with it, 
I look at it and I go “WOW!” That’s all it takes. Those few “WOW” 
photographs really keep me interested. I’m also fascinated by 
the technology. The things the cameras and software can do 
now is just amazing.  
What are your favorite things to photograph? I’m a 
photographic omnivore. I take pictures of whatever’s in front of 
me. When I lived in Chicago, I did a little more urban landscape, 
and tried some street photography. When we go on vacation, I 
try not to annoy the other people on the tour too much because 
I’m taking so long shooting pictures. Here in Arizona, I’ve done 
more nature photography. I’ve been to the South Rim of the 
Grand Canyon twice; once in the summer and once in the 
winter. I’ve also been to the North Rim once. There are so many 
National Parks, National Monuments, and historic sites around 
here. I believe in the saying, “Bloom where you are planted.” We 
have amazing nature photography opportunities here. 
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