
Through Their Lens 
A Series of Interviews with Active Grand Photos Volunteers 

      Sharon Madsen 
Sharon coordinates the Grand Photos photograph placement in the Chaparral 
display case and has served on the new member welcoming and social teams. 
She is one of the founding members of Grand Photos.  

When did your interest in photography begin?  It began when my grandma gave 
me a Brownie Target Six-20 for my 9th birthday. Cameras of many different 
types have been constant companions ever since then.  

How did you arrive at Grand? It was a love for Arizona since 1961. It became a 
bucket list dream to retire here. When retirement was coming up, we found Sun 
City Grand in Feb. 1997, bought a house and moved here part-time in Oct. 1997. 
Then relocated full-time to Grand in 2007, from Blair, Nebraska.  

What do you most enjoy about Grand Photos? The 
friendship of many talented photographers who are so 
willing to share, teach, and just give their support to each 
other. The fact that I'm out of my comfort zone and 
continue to reach a creative type of photography.   

You have volunteered in Club positions, how did this come 
about? To volunteer for me was not only to help out in a 
small way, but the best part of volunteering is you get to 
know the members in a more personal way. This Club has 
come such a long way from late in 1998-1999 when a 
group of 6 of us gathered around a table saying "how can 
we start a photo club?" We went in with the computer club 
until we had a membership big enough to have our own 

space. It still to this day amazes me how far we have come, the talent, the equipment, the choices to continue to 
grow, each in our own way and appreciated for what we do!   

What is it about photography that maintains your interest? Well, the 
fact that I can go back at any time to remember a special family 
event or take that certain vacation again. Sometimes it is a small 
event or place I have forgotten about. My camera is a magical, quiet 
escape, that always lets my creativity take over.   

What are your favorite things to photograph? I'm a rather free spirit 
photographer. Sometimes a project will last a few days to a year. 
Some favorites are wild mustangs, birds, abstracts, trees, clouds, 
latest project is decline of rural America and my family of grand and 
great grandchildren’s special times in their lives. This Grandma is the 
photographer guardian of those memories. 
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