
Through Their Lens 
A Series of Interviews with Active Grand Photos Volunteers 

Max Harper 
Max is an experienced photographer and relatively new member currently sharing his skills by 
instructing classes.  

When did your interest in photography first begin? My love of photography came from my 
grandmother. I would say that she was a documentary photographer. The subject of most of her 
photos consisted of a stringer of fish or a display of game birds spread out on the ground in front 
of the proud hunters. There were also lots of photos of us kids around the Christmas tree with 
our new cowboy hats, cap pistols and later BB guns. I inherited her Brownie box camera, and it 

sits on my shelf today. I got my first little plastic camera when I was about 10 and have been taking photos ever 
since.  

How did you arrive at Grand? When my wife and I were working, we loved living in the 
wide-open spaces north of Prescott, Arizona in the small rural community of Chino 
Valley. After retirement though, it seemed a little too isolated, so we went in search of 
a community with a lot of different amenities and Grand was a good fit.  

What do you most enjoy about Grand Photos? I joined the Creative Eye SIG in 2019 and 
took a class titled “Art of Seeing” that was very challenging and rewarding. Of course, 
in 2020 we all just sat in our rooms and zoomed. I have recently joined the “Getting the 
Most From Your Digital Images” SIG and am looking forward to learning and sharing 
processing techniques.  

How did you find yourself involved in volunteer roles? Early In 2021 I was asked by the 
Education Team to give a zoom webinar about my photography and in December they 
asked me to be part of a team teaching a class on “Camera Basics.”  

What is it about photography that has maintained your interest so many 
years? There has always been something magical about taking a photo 
that has never diminished. Mostly I followed in my grandmother’s 
footsteps and documented family, friends and events. When I got my 
first SLR camera while in the Navy I learned the basic composition rules 
and tried to make more interesting photos. It wasn’t until after I retired in 
2012 and started processing my photos in Photoshop Elements that I 
made the decision to become an artist. Back then, making any alteration 
to a photo was considered by many to be “cheating” and they were not 
shy about expressing their condemnation. I stopped calling my work 
photos and started calling them images. Problem solved.  

What are your favorite things to photograph? Although I enjoy architecture and candid portraits, most of my images 
are nature based. I basically try to be open to what my creative muse finds interesting and follow whatever path 
that takes me down. She pops an idea into my head and then it’s up to me to figure out some way to bring it to life 
using computer software, mainly Lightroom, Photoshop and the Topaz suite. Lately she has been increasingly 
excited about abstracts and pareidolia - the tendency to perceive a specific, often meaningful image in a random 
or ambiguous visual pattern. 
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