
Through Their Lens 
A Series of Interviews with Active Grand Photos Volunteers 

              Colby Rumback 
A new member of Grand Photos, Colby immediately volunteered his skills on 
photo shoots and as an instructor for education classes. Colby's work has been 
published nationally and internationally, won dozens of contests, and received 
many other accolades for photography. His highest honor came when his work 
was published on the cover of Photography Masterclass Magazine.  
When did your interest in photography begin? I needed to work to help pay my 
college expenses, so I applied at my local community college for a work/study 
program. They assigned me to the newspaper staff as a photographer. My instructor taught me how the camera 
works and the dark room processes. I also worked for $8 a week at our small local town newspaper, a weekly 
publication doing their film developing and printing for the paper. During this time, I created a monthly column that 
featured bio/photo layouts for college coeds, which became my introduction to photographing beautiful women. 
After college I lived in an agriculture-based community where I was hired to photograph small towns, land parcels, 
and broadcast radio towers. That period of shooting aerial photography provided a modest income and made the 
airplane payments.  

How did you arrive at Grand? I relocated from a small Kansas 
community to Phoenix in 1980. My wife and I moved to Surprise in 
2001 where we raised our three daughters and then only recently 
moved to Grand.  
What do you most enjoy about Grand Photos? I was excited to join 
when I discovered there was a photography club, in its own building. 
There are a lot of good people and great photographers in this club. 
As a still working, busy photographer, I have not yet gotten involved 
to a level that I hope to in the future. Everyone has been so friendly 
and accommodating to me. I hope to learn and share more in the 
future.  

How did you find yourself involved in volunteer roles of leading fashion photo shoots and 
as a class instructor? I shoot fashion models for a living and have for nearly 12 years. So, it 
was an easy transition to host a model photo shoot which everyone enjoyed. We plan to 
do another one in the spring. When photo processing images of people, there are certain 
techniques to retouch skin and form. While I am certainly not an expert, I will share what I 
know about Photoshop in a 4-session class starting in January. If it goes well, perhaps we’ll 
do another one next fall.  
What is it about photography that has maintained your interest over so many years? 
Starting with those college days, I always loved photography. I had a complete darkroom 
setup in my home with always a good camera system and lenses. Eventually it became 
my passion, a way to express myself in an art form. Now, I see more than just an image in 
the viewfinder...I see art.  
What are your favorite things to photograph? Well, I love it all. Beautiful long exposures of rivers and waterfalls, 
nature such as flowers, breathtaking night sky photos, still life, digital art composites...on and on. But when I retired 
in 2011, I immersed myself in figure study of the human female form shapes and curves which to me are among the 
most beautiful. I am currently active as a professional photographer shooting for fashion magazines, model 
portfolios, female portraiture, and fine art nude. If it's art, count me in. To me a good photo is something nice to 
look at, but a great photo makes you feel something.  
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