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Cokie Lepinski 
Cokie is a relatively new member who currently volunteers as an Educational Team class 
instructor and class assistant. She also recently joined the Education Team.  
When did your interest in photography first begin? Perhaps a bit of a later bloomer in this 
area than others, I got my start in my mid 20s and caught the bug hard and fast. It went 
hand in hand with my travel wanderlust and initially started out as a way to capture and 
memorialize my adventures. As I advanced my skills, I moved up from my Ricoh point-and-
shoot to Nikon FM and later over to Canon. When digital hit, I studied long and hard for the 
camera that would best suit me and committed to the Olympus OM-D EM1 series which 
I’ve been shooting with since its inception.   
How did you arrive at Grand? My husband and I had an offer to stay at a friend’s house here 
in Grand back in December 2009 and instantly fell in love with the beauty and the 

recreation amenities. Within 3 months we had purchased our first home here as a vacation home. In 2017 we made 
the jump to full-time and know we are here for good!  
What do you most enjoy about Grand Photos? This club is 
absolutely amazing with so many workshops, classes, and 
photo sub-groups. If you have even the slightest interest in 
anything related to photography, you’ll find support from 
within the club. The friendships I’m building are special and it 
is always fun to be around others who share your enthusiasm 
and passion for whatever photographic endeavor you may 
wish to pursue. Be bold and jump into one or more of these 
groups and you will have so much fun!  
How did you find yourself volunteering as an Educational 
Team class instructor? In the summer of 2021, I discovered the 
Facebook page for Grand Photos and began posting there. 
During COVID shutdowns I found a new love for indoor 
abstract and macro and that seemed to strike some interest with other club members. I was asked if I’d be interested 
in teaching a class on this. Didn’t take much to twist my arm as I really love to teach. Those photos led to the Paper 
& Light class I taught in January 2022.  

What is it about photography that has maintained your interest so many years? The 
vastness of opportunity really calls to my very inquisitive and curious mind. I love 
being challenged to try new things, learn new ways and approach things from 
different angles. Photography offers endless possibilities and I always feel like I’m 
stretching my brain trying all different types of photography. There is a regular tug-
o-war between the creative aspect and the technical aspect and I find that quite fun. 
Initially I was all technical and struggled to develop the creative side.  
What are your favorite things to photograph? Anything and everything. I don’t think 
I fit any one niche and I just keep trying to push the boundaries of what I do know. I 
really have done a broad spectrum with some commercial sports photography 
work for US Masters Swimming (another passion of mine) and the Swimming Saves 
Lives Foundation, business promotion photography, youth sports, travel 
photography, wildlife, landscape, macro, abstract, etc. Travel photography is 
definitely high on the list but even that encompasses a wide genre between wildlife, 

street photography, still life, portraits and landscapes. Camera in hand, there is so much worth capturing! 
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