
Through Their Lens 
A Series of Interviews with Active Grand Photos Volunteers 

Chuck Willford 
Chuck volunteers his considerable skill and knowledge to handle computer maintenance.  
When did your interest in photography begin? My family was just average and my dad had an 
old inexpensive Pentax that I never saw him use. I was curious as most kids are, and played with 
all the buttons. That’s as far as I got. Never bought any film to try; but, always wondered how it 
worked. Time marched on and I went to college and received a Bachelor and Master degree in 
Engineering. I got married, had kids, and acquired various “automatic” point and shoot cameras 
for those hundreds of family photos that are spread across all those family members like millions 
of others.  

How did you arrive at Grand?  I moved to AZ in December 1994 from 
Flint, Michigan. Eventually, I moved to SCG with all it’s wonderful 
clubs. By that time, I had remarried and my children were also in AZ. 
Just my mother and I. She had emphysema and my 2 grown children 
were here. Over time, I met a lady and remarried. Mother’s health 
failed and she passed to a better place. My new wife and I moved here 
in September 1998. I joined the Stained Glass and Ceramics clubs. I 
was NOT a ceramist and quickly found that out. However, I became 
ONE of the best stained-glass craftsmen. I taught most of the classes 
over time and became the ‘go to’ guy for their needed 
patterns.  About ten years ago, I joined the Photo Club looking for 
new technical things to do. By then I had acquired a Canon DSLR and 
did the family photo thing some more. I learned that I was NOT a natural born photographer. My interest waned 
but I loved the computer technical stuff, so I continued my membership. Then COVID hit! Spending hours on the 
Web, I noticed the astrophotography genre. It was very technical and required less “creativity” and “finding” that 
novel shot. I began my journey into that “new” technical endeavor. Love the chase, LOL. Spent all that wonderful 
COVID money on additional equipment as I explored “how” I wanted to proceed in this “photography” craft.  

What do you most enjoy about Grand Photos? The membership is 
great - wonderful people with fantastic skills, that I am envious to 
acquire! And of course, all the technical equipment and its 
functionality. It’s a fun place to “hang out”.  
How did you find yourself doing IT maintenance for Grand 
Photos?  At the time I joined, I was still married. My dear wife passed 
away in 2016. She had slowly become ill and I needed to stay close 
to home so I could NOT be a monitor and do 4-hour activities. I 
found the “previous” member doing IT maintenance wanted some 
help and eventually let me take over the activity of maintaining the 
computer equipment as my volunteer effort.  
What is it about photography that has maintained your interest over 

so many years? The technical things were always the “draw” for me. And, they still are, especially this genre of 
astrophotography. I enjoy helping members with their technical needs with our PC’s.  
What are your favorite things to photograph? The NIGHT SKY and it’s DSO’s (Deep Space Objects). 
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