
Through Their Lens 
A Series of Interviews with Active Grand Photos Volunteers 

Brenda Cooper  
Brenda is the Secretary of Grand Photos Board of Directors, a member of the Photo 
Shoot Team and conducted a number of the Through Their Lens interviews. 

When did your interest in photography begin? As a child I was enthralled with my aunt’s 
photo albums. I decided someday I would take a lot of family and vacation pictures just 
like she did. When I got old enough to buy myself a camera, I did, and I’ve been taking 
photographs ever since.  

How did you arrive at Grand? After retiring, my husband, John, and I decided Minnesota 
was not the place to spend winters. We looked in Florida and other places in the West 

Valley. Upon driving into Grand we were immediately impressed with the golf courses. After touring Cimarron, 
Adobe, the pools, the Village Center, and several of the clubs we were hooked. The amenities and grounds are 
amazing and so well maintained. Grand checked all the boxes and then some! 

What do you most enjoy about Grand Photos? The people! 
Everyone is so nice, genuine, and helpful. In a few short 
years, we’ve established some really amazing friendships.  

How did you find yourself in various volunteer roles? I took a 
class, I don’t even remember which one, and Richard Coles 
was the instructor. He was plugging an upcoming photo 
shoot. I was intimidated about going on a photo shoot, but 
Richard made it sound more like an outing where we’d all 
just take pictures. I gave it a try and was hooked. It was a 
good way to meet people and learn from others how to take 
great pictures. When Richard was stepping down as Board Secretary to step up to President he asked if I’d consider 
finishing the second year of his term for him to make it possible. I said yes.  I firmly believe if you are going to take 
advantage of classes and photo shoots, you need to give back, too. The small amount we pay for dues does not 
itself make Grand Photos thrive and stay operational; the volunteers do. This is my way of giving back. 

What is it about photography that has maintained your interest over so many years? I don’t keep a diary, so 
photographs are my way of documenting life – family, vacations, 
important events. I consider myself a life-long learner, and 
photography is a good way to learn new things. New classes to 
take, new technology to learn, new cameras to figure out, new 
things to learn from the people I meet. 

What are your favorite things to photograph? Nature, landscapes 
in particular. I am an avid hiker and find that my two great passions 
– photography and hiking – complement one another. I also enjoy 
taking pictures of family, but they long ago tired of me taking their 
pictures. Landscapes hold still and don’t give you a hard time! 

  



 


	Through Their Lens

